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"Well, you can keep it back. How can they live
without chenas? Then there are the courts. I can
help you there, for, being of Kambumpitiya, I know
the ways of the courts well. There will be cases
and trouble for him, and for them."
Babehami was not to be hurried. He considered
the proposal for some minutes. It was the sort of
persecution which appealed to him. He would at
the same time be injuring those he disliked, helping
those in whose debt he stood, and pleasing himself.
He could see very little risk in it, and much to gain.
"Well, aiya," he said at length, "I will help you
if I can. I will speak to Babun. Shall it be done
soon?"
"Yes, quickly. Send for him now. There is no
harm in doing it before me; and there is no time
to lose if I am to get the woman/7
Babehami was at first averse to doing things with
such precipitation; he liked to think over carefully
each move in his game. But he was overpersuaded
by Fernando, who could not restrain his impatience.
A message was sent to Babun that the headman
wanted to speak to him. Babun was very much
astonished at receiving this message, and still more
so at his reception. He was given a chew of betel
and welcomed warmly.
"Brother," said the headman, "it is a bad thing